
BOSTON OPINION OF M*. WEB8TER'8 SPEECH.

There has been something said of dissatisfaction
among the people of Boston with Mr. Webster s

speech. The Boston Dail> Adfe^r-whosemeans of information cannot be doubted, and whose
care in stating facts is almost proverbial.notices
these reports and says :

«« We rejoice to be able to mj this morning that, after ex¬

tended inquiry, we find the feeling of the leading men and
minds of thia city to be quite oppoaite to that deactibed aa

4 dissatisfaction.' So far as we can learn the Boalon public
fully support Mr. Webster t not with an enthusiastic rush of
blind admiration, but with a calm belief that he baa placed a

vexed question in a poeition in which it can be and miM be

fairly settled, and a desire that, under his control, on some-

i thing like thia baaia, it must be settled.

The following views of the same subject we are

glad to find in the Boston Courier :

it ^ thare be a man among us who dissents from the prin¬
ciples of Mr. Webster's »peecb, we should like to see him
answer it. We should be happy to know in wbat other shape
this question, as a great national question, can be placed than

the shape in which Mr. Webster has presented it. What other

argument, as a constitutional argument, can be made upon
the great points at Usue, than the argument Mr. Webster ha*

oaie > We in the North all dislike slavery, it is tiue, and all

desire to get rid of it; but can slavery be dealt with comti u-

tionally in any other mode than the one he haa pointed out

With those persons who would resort to extra const.tuUonal
modes we have nothing to say.
" There may be diiferent opinions on minor points em¬

braced in Mr. Webrfe.'. speech, but there can be but one

opinion on this point, that, as a constitutional argument to be

applied to the settlement of the existing dispute between the
North and South, it is impregnable, unassailable, irre.uta e ,

it is the tru9 argument, the whole argument, and the only
argument. There may be difficulties in the way of apply.ng
ii practically to all parts of the matter under controversy.
Who does not expect difficulties in the settlement of a ques¬
tion combining so many delicate and complicated relations
Whichever way we turn we must encounter difficulties.
Here is the constitutional remedy : if that will not put an en

to the strife [nothing will. Let any man show us a sounder
principle or a safer guide than those now before us, and we

.hall cheerfully adopt tbem. Till then we must earnestly
hopa tbat Mr. Webster's truly national and statesmanlike ef¬
forts for the settlement of this great family quarrel in the Ame¬
rican Union, will be seconded by the people of the I nited

. States in such a manner as will secure the domestic pesce of

the ceuntay on the most lasting foundations."

From the subjoined article, which we copy from
a St. Louis paper, and from other information cor¬

roborating it, it does not seem probable that the
State of Missouri is likely to take any part in the
proposed Nashville Convention .

FROM THE ST. lOOIS IKTILtlC KNCER 07 MARCH 1.
The Nashville Cohvextiow..The resolutions of the

list General Assembly, from which Col. Benton has appeal¬
ed to the people, pledge the State of Missouri to co-operate
with the South in all measures for resisting the encroach¬
ments of the North. We understand that to be the pro¬
posed object of the Nashville Convection. Do the ant,
Benton men in this State intend to be represented in that
Convention ? If they were in earnest in passing the resolu¬
tions and intend to act consistently.if they mean to show
their faith by their works.we do not perceive how they are

to avoid taking part in the deliberations of this Convention.
But as yet we have heard of no meetings for the "PI*""''
merit of delegates, and all the organs of that branch of the
"progressives" areas silent as the tomb in relation to the
Convention.

. ., D ..What means this portentous silence Has old Bullion
frightened them from "their propriety," or has reflection con¬
vinced them that they have gone a little too far in pledging
Missouri to a movement tending to disunion

If the people of Missouri become convinced that this Con¬
vention is designed to deliberate seriously upon the value ol
the Union, and that one of its purposes is either openly or

covertly to favor a Southern Confederacy, he will be a bold
politician who shall have the nerve to defend it before the
people of this State. What say the anti Benton branch of
the Democracy to this Convention } Speak out, gentlemen,
and give us your views.

Real Estate..Real property in New York
and its vicinity continues to advance in value. The
New York Express says :

The sale of the real estate of the late Thos. H. Smith, con¬

sisting of some six to eight hundred lots, located principally
in the improved parts of Brooklyn and New York, was com¬

menced on Tuetday, continued yesterday, and will go on, it
is probable, for several days to come. On the first day of the
eale about $ 130,000 in value was disposed of, located in

Biooklyn, near the river, between the Navy ^ard and I ul-
ton Ferry. .

_ ,Yesterday the sale comprised lots above the Dry Dock, in
the Eleventh Ward. This large estate, which will realize
more than half a million of dollars, has been m litigation, we
believe, for the last ten years; b.ut, having la'.ely been set¬
tled, it is now brought into the market.

During the lifetime of Mr. Smith, nearly the whole of this
great estate was located out of town, and portions ol it were
even sunken lots of but little value ; now the whole property
is in thickly settled portions of the two cities. So immense
a sale brings together a very large number of bidoers, and the
Merchants' Exchange presents a scene rarely if ever equalled
in the wild speculations of 1836. The crowd of bidders is so

great that it is very difficult to get near enough to the auc¬
tioneer to make a bi4.

,The character of the buyers is worth remarking.Germans
and Irish, who take single lots.and as yet no large specula¬
tor has appeared on the ground. Prices being beyond their
mark, most of the sales are to actual settlers, who want to oc-

cupy at once. This is a gratifying circumstance. 1 he sales
thus far have exceeded the expectations of the heirs, and es-

^tablish the fact of a decided and continued rise in real estate.

The emigration to California, in spite of all the reports
about disease, poverty, and death at the gold mines, is pro¬
digious. During the last week, two thousand persons or more

have left the ci'y of New York for San Francisco. The
Georgia, the other day, took out some 700; the Empire
City, on Friday, 336 ; and the Cherokee 277, besides others
that have gone by sailing vessels round the Horn. 1 he
Crescent City, from New Orleans, took out about 300.
The departure of the two splendid steamers, Empire City

and Cherokee, for Chargres, on Friday, attracted severa

thousand spectators to piers two and three, North R'.ver. At
a few minutes past 3, the Empire City fired a gun, and then
moved slowly from the dock, amid enthusiastic cheering from
the passengers on board and the crowd on the wharf; and as

¦he passed down the river she wns signalized by the ladies
from the promenade of Castle Garden, who waved innume¬
rable handkerchiefs in the breeze. She had nearly reached
the Narrows when the Cherokee left her moorings, and pro¬
ceeded on her couree, accompanied by similar demonstrations
of rejoioing, and wishes of a speedy and safe journey..Post.

NORTH CAROLINA CENTRAL RAILROAD.
The Fayctteville (N. C.) Observer says : "A telegraphic

4 despatch from Raleigh on Saturday gave us the gratifying m-
* teliigence that the million of dollars of individual subscrip-
* ti'ir.B was fully made up on Thursday right last, st the
* Convention at Hillsborough. We Irarn that when it was
4 found that {30,000 were war.ti g, Mr. Bird, Presd-rnt of
4 the Petersburg Railroad, took $40,000 for citizens of that
* town, and Judge Cameron, Gov. Morehead, Giorge Mor-
4 d>;ca«, and William Boylan, Esqs. took (he balance."

Tr!m*Riao..A correspondent of the New York Lite-
r<vy World, wiiting from Boston, relates the following in¬
cident :

"The Rev. Dr. Bsthcrk has been preaching and lectur¬
ing here to large audiences. A week or two aince he startled
the congregation at the Park street church, by the adminis¬
tration of a reproof to those literary pesta, the 4 improvers' of
hymns, who are to sacred poetry what Nahum Tate was to
Sbakspearc. At the clove of his sermon he gave out Cow-
par's hymn in five alantss, commencing.

.There is a fountain filled with blood.'
« He finished resding if, stopping rather suddenly, and ex¬

claimed in a clear, distinct voice, 'this last stanza it not ax

Cowper wrote it! At he wrote il, it rims thus,' upon which
be laid d wn the b'>ok and repeated from memory. . I thould
like to know,' he continued, ' who has had the presumption
to aker Cowper't poetry/ The choir will sing only the Jirst
four atartsaa of the hymn.' "

A Wkiotv Jury .A court was greatly amused at Charles¬
ton (9. C.) the other day, by the assembling, one after anoth¬
er, of a fat jury. The reapective weights of fifteen of the
jurors were ascertained, and the aggregate wa« 3,354 pounds,
an average of 223 9-15.the minimum being 200 and the
maximum 280 pounds.

FROM TEXAS.

The latest papers from Texas furnish the follow¬
ing interesting items :

Mr. Jorr N. Ross has just returned from a trip up the

Trinity river, as agent fur the Government to examine the

country and aacertain the most eligible point of ahipmeut for
atom and munition* for the aupply of aeveral military poata
in Northern Texaa. He has given the preference to Pine
Bluff.
The steamers Jack Haya and Brownaville have ascended

the Trinity for aix hundred and fifty miles, and brought most

encouraging intelligence from that country. Their freight
down confuted of 600 bales of cotton belonging to planter*
who have heretofore aiwaya hauled their crops either to Hous¬
ton or Shreveport, a distance of about two hundred rnilea to

either place. Pine Bluff, the point to which the boata found
the navigation quite free from all obstruction, ia in the centre

of a very rich country, which ia now settling up with unex¬

ampled rapidity. The neighboring countiea lie generally be¬
tween the parallels of 31 and 32 degrees of latitude, and are

peculiarly adapted to the production of cotton, which, though
generally a ahort crop in other parta of the country the past
aeaaon, baa there been a full crop, without injury from the
worm or too much rain. The many advantagea that country
offers to large plantera appears now to be beuer kuown than
heretofore, and the emigration ia consequently pouring in
from the croaainga on Red river in auch vast numbera (accord¬
ing to the accounts given) as would seem almost incredible
but for the confirmation of ao many witnesses. It iaeatimated
that from twelve to fifteen'thousand.emigrants have aettled in
the c»ur.ties referred to, but chiefly in Mercer's colony, since

the firat of last September. Several of the plantera, who are

now in thia city, express the opinion that the cotton crop of
of that region will, the coming aeaaon, be tenfold more than
it was last year.
A Government express arrived at San Antonio f/om El

Paso on the 16th ultimo, bringing newa of more outrages
committed by the Apaches and Camanches. David Torrey
had been killed a little east of Preaidio j seven or eight Ame¬
ricana had been massacred on the Gila.
A band ofIndians attacked the partywith whichJudge Robin¬

son was travelling, between the Pecos and El Paso; the Judge
and hit fum'ly escaped without injury, and bad arrived at El
Paso, but they are indebted entirely to the prompt and hu¬
mane conduct of Capt. Johns, of the army, who was moving
on the same route. The Judge's oxen were all killed by the
Indians. Mr. Brush, who brings this intelligence, was pre¬
vented by the Indians from returning by the El Paso road,
and came down on the Mexican side and crossed at Eagle
Pass. He represents the ravages of the Indiana to have been
dreadful through the whole course of his route on the Mexi¬
can side.

Mr. Ncoent, formerly a Washington correspondent of a

New York paper, was supposed to be killed. In San Anto¬
nio, on the 18th ultimo, a Mexican named Marcelino Marti-
nas, was shot by another Mexican.

Mr. William L. Dortch (says the State Gazette) was

killed in Haya county on the 22d ultimo, by the accidental
discharge of a gun in the hands of Col. Durham. Both
gentlemen were hunting when the accident occurred. Mr.
Dortch was a native of Mecklenburg county, Va., and had
recently arrived in Western Texas, with the intention of
making it his permanent residence.

UNION MEETING IN PHILADELPHIA.

A large meeting of the " Friends of the Union for the sake
of the Union," residing in the First Congressional district of
Pennsylvania, was held in Southwark (Philadelphia) on Mon¬
day of last week. Francis Diamond, Esq. presided, and
on taking the chair made an eloquent address explanatory of
the objects of the meeting. Gen. Peteii Skew Smith then
submitted a series of resolutions, which he prefaced with some

patriotic remarks', expressive of his attachment to the Union.
John Stdhkt Jones and Geobge W. Knikut, Esqs. also
addressed the meeting. The resolutions (of which wo copy
the most important) were unanimously adopted, and the meet¬

ing adjourned with three hearty cheers for the Union.
Resolved, That, regarding as inviolable the compromises of

the constitution, and conceiving it just to respect as well the
rights of the South as of the North, we, as Pennsy Ivanians,
however opposed to the extension of slavery to territory now

free, are in favor of leaving the people in the Territories to
form republican State Governments, while the fee simple and
mineral wealth of the Territories remains vested equally in the
people of the whole Union, Noith and South.

Resolved, That the Union of the States is the ark of our

political covenant, the life-blood of American liberty, of re¬

publican government; nay, the last best hope of human liber¬
ty throughout the world. And the people of " the Key¬
stone," appealing to the patriotism of all, proclaim, as with
the arm and s ml of one man. The Union, one and insepara¬
ble, now and forever; it must and shall be preserved ! Those
whom the Constitution has joined together let no man put
asunder!.

Resolved, That, as citizens of this glorious confederacy, we

regard with the deepest solicitude the present crisis at Wash¬
ington, and invoke the Supreme Ruler of Nations to infuse
into (he public council* the same spirit of wisdom, fraternal
attachment, and mutual concession that influenced the delibe¬
rations of the framers of the Constitution." " Let there be no
strife between U8, for we are brethren."

Resolved, That the stateainen in Congress, of either party,
who, in this hour of fiery trial, offer up sectional divisions and
party differences a willing sacrifice on the altar of the Union
to preserve the Union, are eminently entitled to the admiration
and gratitude of the sovereign people.

Resolved, That, as citizens of a common country, having
one hope and one destiny, we look to the Senate of the Unit¬
ed States to propose the basis of an amicable adjustment of the
vexed question, that shall scatter to the winds the chimeras
and forebodings cf dissolution now agitating the Union, come
from whatever quarter they may.

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this mass meeting, the
admission of California into ihe sisterhood of States is right,
is republican, and is sanctioned by the constitution and by
precedent.
Hkavt Damages fob Railroad Injuries..In the Cir¬

cuit Court, at Albany, on Wednesday last, in the case of
James Collins vs. Ike Mohawk an-! Hudson Railroad Com¬
pany, the Jury returned a verdict for the plaintiff of eleven
thsusand dollars damages.
" From the testimony in the case," says the report of the

case in the Albany Journal, " it appears that, on the morning
of the third of November, 1848, the defendants sent two
trains of cars west, the first of which said trains left Albany
about fifteen minutes before the other. That the plaintifftook
passage in the firat of said trains. Afer they had proceeded
some ten miles from the city some of the machinery became
so much disarranged that the engineer stopped the train to fix it.
When the train stopped some of the passengers left the cars ;
the plaintiff saw several persons run back from the track, and
the waving of hands as if to prevent the approach of some
person or thing. The plaintiff then left his scat in the car,
went to the other end, passed out of the door on to the plat¬
form. At that moment the train from Albany, which left
fifteen minutes after, came up with so much force that the
platforms were demolished, and the last car in the first train
was thrown from the track. At the time of the collision the
plaintiff's foot was caught and crushed so as to disable him
for life; he was otherwise injured. After the accident he
was carried to Schenectady, where medical aid was procured,
and all that could be done by the defendants or their agents to
render his situation as comfortable as possible. The plaintiff
claimed damages on the ground of carelessness in the man¬

agement of the two trains. In answer thereto, the defendants
proved that the machines were perfect, or so much so that
they were entirely safe ; that the grade was up ? that the de¬
fendants endeavored to prevent the collision by an effort to
reverse the motion of the engine and use of the brakes. That
the plaintiff, by the rules rf the road, had no business to be
on the plntform, and that he had admitted to the President of the
defendants that, if he had kept his seat in the car, he would
not have been hurt; that ho was not alarmed, but went out
on the platform to sea what was the matter with the engine."
Ice..The Harlem railroad is now bringing down large

quantities of the purest ice from the Croton pond, about fifty
miles from New York city. It is about a foot thick, and, as

the pond contains several hundred acres, it will make up for
the short supply otherwise.

A distressing accident, a» we learn, occurred at Pt. Plea¬
sant (Va.) on Saturday last. Two gentleman, one a son the
other a son-in-law of General Chalk, (the Representative in
Congress from the foutteenlh district, we believe,) and a

young lady, had been taking an excursion in a skiffand were

returning, and when near Pt. Pleasant the skiff was capsiucd
by the swells of a steamboat. Gen. B sale's son was drowned,
and also a faithful negro, who plunged into the river to res¬

cue the drowning persons. The other gentleman and the
young lady were saved. A sister of Mr. Beale's, who was

on the shore, was only restrained from plunging in by being
forcibly held by some by slanders.. Wheeling Gazette.

Sinsolar Lvminovs Appearahce..Captain Purkis, ar¬
rived thia morning from Porto Cabello, reports that on the
13ih February, in latitude 14° 10* and longitude 64° 58', at
8 o'clock P. M., he ob>erv*d a luminous appearance in the
heavona resembling a large ball of fire. It appeared in the
West, moving eastward, rather alowly, and was in sight a
little more than a minute. It appeared to travel about ten
degrees high, and during its continuance the heavens were
illumad with a brightness nearly equal to that of noon-day.When disappearing it broke into a thousand fragments.

[New York Com. Adv.

THE FRUIT OF FACTION AT HOME.

from tub sosToa tuabschift.

Rather a Broad Hoax..There are some pos¬
tulates too absurd for grave confutation; and ridi¬
cule is the only appropriate weapon with which to
perforate them. Such was our opinion on seeing in
the Washington Union sometime last summerase¬
rious editorial article, charging upou the Whigs and
certain members of the Cabinet of President Tay¬
lor the design of converting our present system of
government into a monarchy! We immediately
thought of our old and esteemed friend, " Peeping
Tom," of Hull; and imagining ourselves in his com¬
pany in that old nook at Crawfish Cove, where the
Hullonians were wont to congregate at low water,
we dreamed a dream of "Skipper Mudge and his
bark Nancy," which finally took the form of a let¬
ter and was published. It was about the time that
the newspapers were filled with stories of the Hay-
tien Emperor and the Mosquito King; and those
personages very naturally figured in our dream,
coupled with the alarming prognostics which the
Union had uttered in regard to monarchism in this
country. The letter, which was the result of all
these alarming coincidences and fancies, may be
found on the last page of to-day's paper.
Much to our surprise the whole of this "stuff,

such as dreams are made of," has been gravely
copied in the London Times as bona fide history..
The chief fault to be found with the letter, on re-

perusing it, is that the burlesque is too broad and
obvious. But the result would seem to show that
there were gudgeons who could not pass it by.
We must let Mr. Kendall tell the rest of the sto¬
ry, in his editorial correspondence to the New Or¬
leans Picayune:

Pamii, J*w. 7, I860..I «u much amused, two or three
weeks since, at the manner in which the London Times has
been "sold," by republishing, with all seriousness, a letter
from a person who I imagine must be no other than the face¬
tious Hull correspondent of the Boston Courier. (A slight
mistake.) This letter announced the arrival at Hull, Massa¬
chusetts, of the smack Nancy, skipper Mudge, from Hondu¬
ras, and gave a full account of an interview between the skip¬
per and his Majesty the King of Mosquito. The dreas of the
latter, what there was of it, was minutely described, together
with the circumstance of his receiving the skipper drunk,
seated on a barrel marked Monongahela. The dress in ques-
lion, in which his Mosquito Majesty received the republican
Mudge, consisted, all told, of a cocked hat, sash, and pair of
gilt spurs.a touch, it is true, above the Georgia summer cos¬

tume of a shirt collar and a pair of spurs, but still rather
scanty for royalty to receive company in.
As this letter was republished among news item*, and with¬

out comment of any kind, there can be no doubt that the
Times man honestly took every line of it for law and gospel
truth. But perhaps the most amusing part of the joke is the
fact that some friend of the Mosquito King, taking umbrage
at the liberty taken with the character and costume of his
Majesty of Bluefields, comes out in the Times with a tlat con¬
tradiction of the statement of skipper Mudge, in which he calls
his story a "fabrication of falsehoods." He does not doubt
the existence of the smack Nancy, nor that of skipper Mudge,
not in the least; he only questions the veracity of the latter.
But perhaps it ma} be better to allow the Times correspon¬
dent to blow off his indignation steam in his own way. Here
is his communication to the editor of the great London paper :

" I observe, in your paper of the 22d instant, a quotation
from an American paper, which is likely to mislead some of
your readers with reference to the King of the Mosquitoes.
It is theie asserted that the skipper of the 6mack Nancy had
just returned from Honduras, and had bad an interview with
the King of Mosquito, whose uniform consis'ed only of a

cockrd hat, a sash, and gilt spurs ; that though not m >re

than twenty years of age he was rather intoxicated, seated on

a whiskey cask, and concluding with a few facetious remarks
as to his Majesty's suite. I imagine, sir, that this quotation
must have been inadvertently permitted a place in your valu¬
able paper, as your frequent remarks on the Mosquito ques¬
tion show that you have at all times access to correct infor¬
mation from that quarter, and you must consequently be well
aware that this Yankee article is a fabrication of falsehoods.
Until the early part of 1848 the little King resided with, and
was educated by her Britannic Majesty's late Consul-General
in that territory, and hia accomplished lady at Bluefields.
Since that time he has resided with Dr. Greene, her Britan¬
nic Majesty's Vice Consul at Bluefields, and at Grey Town,
Mo-oquitia, without having been at Honduras, where Skipper,
Mudge states he had his interview. The King is about
eighteen years of age, but his extremely delicate appearance
and diminutive size make him appear not more than fifteen-
His dress and manners are quite English, and bis deportment
gentlemanly. I am confident his Mosquitian Majesty is Bnt
more likely to have received Skipper Mudge in the light and
airy costume described by him, than is Prince Albert to re¬
ceive the Archbishop of Canterbury in such scanty habili¬
ments. English is the only language spoken perfectly by the
King, yet the Skipper asserts that a one eyed drummer or a

gentleman fifer acted as interpreter. Either Skipper Mudge
must have returned from bis 'first voyage' resolved to rela'e
some of the wonderful sights seen by these ' who go down on
the great watera,' and invented this tale, or he must have been
imposed upon by tha residents of Honduras, as it is evident
he has never seen his Majesty. You may pethaps consider
this contradiction of Skipper Mudge's assertions worthy a
corner in your paper."
Can any thing be more ludicrously serous than the whole

tenor of this communication ? The honest indignation with
which the correspondent takes up the cudgel in bebaif of the
personal appearance, dress, and habits of his friend the King
of Mosquito, the perfect confidence he has that he would not
receive the Yankee captain in the costume, position, and situ-
tion described, and the grave and solemn earnestness with
which he proceeds to rebut and disprove the statement of
Skipper Mudge, would induce the wag who perpetrated the
hoax to split his sides with laughter. Of the two, although
the editor of the Times was the most essentially "sold" by
this piece of Yankee wit, yet I think that the correspondent
who undertakes to correct him has been worse taken in.

THE SEA SERPENT AT THE SOUTH.

rnOM TKI SAVA Jf UEPCBLICJAW OF KAttCH 12.
A remarkable marine monster was seen by Capt. Blankest-

ship, of the William Seairook, ar.d his passenger*, on the
last trip of the steamer from Charleston to thik city. When
the steamer was coming down Pott R>yal Sound, at about six
P. M. on Sunday, some six or seven miles inside the bar,
several objects were descried about a mile distant, which were

at first supposed to be fiocks of ducks. An examination by
the glass, however, revealed several lumps or elevatiins, tf hich
had an undulatory or changing motion. Th; s',earner was

then diree'ed toward* this object, which lay near the point
of land srparating Beaufort from Broad river. The water
was so shoal as the steamer went on that it was found neces¬

sary to cast the lead ; but, when within forty or fifty feet of
the minster, the sounding was four fathoms. While in this
position Capt. Blaukenship and his passengers had a very
good view of the creature, whose size an I appearance were
such as to inspire soma of the passengers with alarm and ap¬
prehension. The monster was lying in the arc of a circ'e,
his head parting the water by a gentle onward motion. No
eyes nor mouth were visible, as the head was not elevated ;
but the head itself, which appeared to be flattened, is stated
t) bo som9 ten feet long, and from six to seven feet wide.
From the head, for a distance of some thirty feet, the body
was depressed beneath the water; bnt at this distance a hump
or elevation oppeared, and another twenty-five feet Irom the
last. A distinctly rouud appearance was observed, and the
greatest diameter is staled at some seven or eight feet. The
boat approached the monster in such a manner as nearly to
form a chird to the arc described by it, which circumstance
gave a good standard ofjudgment as to its length. The con¬
current testimony on this point is that rt was not less than
120 feet long, and probably not more than 140 feel. The
noise made by arresting the motion of the boat, or the fact of
its approach, caust d the serpent (or whatever it must be called)
to lower itself in the water and disappear. Before this a

greater part of the body was easily seen and examined, the
most of it depressed a little below the surfaco. Its disappear¬
ance, the entire length descending at once, caused a sensible
ripple on the surface. The steamer non loft the spot, but the
creature was again seen to rise and present a similar appear-
at.ee a short time after the steamer moved off.
Such are the particulars, as far as we have been able to

glean them from the testimony of several persons on board*
We should have added that the color appeared to be of deep
glossy brown, in which one passenger thought he detected a

tinge of something like a deep slate color.

FOREIGN.

PROM OUR EUROPEAN CORRESPONDENT.

London, February 13, 1850.
That the revision of the Colonial system of the

British empire will be the great business of the
session there is no doubt; that so momentous a

subject can be adjusted without much contrariety
of views, and much clashing of opinion, is too
much to expect. That something must be done
every one admits ; what that something is to be,
scarcely any one ventures to assert. Lord John
Russell has, however, broken ground upon the
subject; and, in a very able and temperate speech,
has given a pretty clear indication of the course
which Ministers intend to propose. With the
general principles enunciated by Lord John Rus¬
sell, it is impossible to quarrel. In the main,
they are almost all we could wish. He upholds the inde¬
pendence and self-government of the colonists, and the most

perfect assimilation of colonial institutions to those of the
mother country. We hope that the theory which he has so

satisfactorily laid down will, when its details are submitted to
the House, be found to be really practicable. We think that
the successful working of such a theory will eventuate in
Great Britain becoming literally the "mother of nations."
Our colonies, as they are at present managed, are aq^png the
best customers we have for the produce of our looms and
mines, as will be seen by the annexed table, which we have
carefully gathered from the returns of the Board of Trade ;

and id another column of this table, we have shown how im¬
portant a customer we have in the United States. Our reason

for making this statement will be evident before we have done
with the subject. The following tabte relates to the year
4849. British manufactures were, during the year 1849,
exported to the colonies, to the United States, and to all other
places as follows s

The importance of the colonies, as consumers ot British
manufacture?, is strongly shown by this table. They take
nearly one-third of the cotton goods ; more than one-fifth of
the hosiery ; about one-ninth of the linen ; more than one-

eighth of the woollens ; one-seventh of the siik goods ; and
one-third of the metals exported. The United Slates take
about one-fourteenth of the cotton go*!* ; four-fifths of the mixed
cotton and linen cloths ; four-ninths of the linens ; one-:hird
of the woollens ; one-quarter of the silk ; and one-sixth of the
metals.together, they take nearly one-halfof all these various
articles exported by Great Britain ; and it is worthy of notice
that the only items in the foregoing table in which this pro¬
portion does not nearly obtain, are those of cotton and woollen
yarns; article's of the least value, and yielding the least profit
to the British artisan and exporter. We by no means place
the United States and the existing British colonies in the same
category; but we think the'present policy of the mother
country will have a direct tendency to placc her colonies in
positions approximating to that of the United Slates ; and that
the day is not very distant when the principal ones will take
their stations in the list of free and independent nations, prov¬
ing vigorous offshoots from the parent plant, ar.d the best
friends and best customers of the mother country.
The British dependencies may be divided into three classes :

military stations, settlements or plantations, and colonies.
In the first class must be placed Heligoland, Bermuda, St.
Helena, Malta, Gibraltar, Ac. These placee are not in any
sense whatever colonies. They are fortified and occupied by
the military and naval forces of Great Bri'ain, upon grounds
of policy which, whether right or wrong, have nothing to do
with the colonial question.

Again : what we call settlements or plantations are coun¬

tries which have come into our possession by conquest or by
treaty, in which the great mass of the population are native
inhabitants of the soil ; in which the British, although few
in number compared with the natives, are the dominant race,
are possessed of the Government, and are frequently the pro¬
prietors of the land. In many of our plantations the whole
native population were recently slaves; in almost all of them
our own race has been prevented, by the physical circum¬
stances of the country, from increasing, except by emigration,
and from becoming the actual tillers of the soil, and, there¬
fore, from supplanting the original inhabitants. In this class
are the West Indies, Ceylon, the Mauritius, &c.
A " trw. colony of England?' is, we think, a community

of Englishmen, formed either by original settlement or de¬
scent . emigrants and their descendants, who have carried
with them, or imbibeJ from education a knowledge of, and a

devotion to, at least, the theory of the liberties and privileges
which telonged to them as Englishmen, when they or their
fathers lived among us. Such are the colonios of Australia,
Van Dieman's Land, and New Zealand. Such is Canada,
although a great part of its population is composed of foreign¬
ers ; but foreigners who have long been our naturalized fel¬
low subject*; who have long, in theory, been amalgamated
with English settlers, and who are capable of enjoying prac¬
tically free institutions. The Cape of Good Hope has, until
.juite lately, partaken mere of the character of a plantation
than of a colony \ but the great unanimity which its inhabi¬
tants have recently displayed, and their courage and determi¬
nation in repelling what they considered an endeavor to

injure the moral character of their community, most certainly
entitle them to be esteemed a true colony of England, and to
be governed as such.

It may be qune true that Ceylon is badly governed, and
that Jamaica has sufficient ground for discontent; but we

think no reflective man will say that the same form of govern¬
ment is applicable to these place* and to New South Wales.
There are a multitude of elements which enter into the pro¬
blem of governing a settlement or plantation, which do not

exist in the caae of a colony. We apprehend that the present
attention of the Government will be limited to the true colo¬
nies of the North American Provinces, the Capo of Good
Hope, and the Australasian territories. The great object
aimed at, we think, so far as we can gather fiorn parliamen¬
tary proceedings, is: the establiahment of the principle that
the liberty, of which Englishmen are a little given to boast,
is not a geographical distinction, but a personal right.a right
which they ought not to be deprived of, because they removed
from one part of the empire to another. Now, we suppose

thai the principal part of'these cherished rights and liberties
is an immunity from all laws and all taxes, except those to
which they have given their assent by their representatives in
the Council ofthe Empire. This point was resolutely contended
against by tbe obstinate ministers of an obstinate monarch,
when you asserted your independence ; but statesmen of the
present day are wiser; tbe teachings ot' the last century have
not been lost upon them; Lord Jons Russell and Sir
Charles Obit have both declareJ in their places in the
Houm of Commons that they wish " representation and tui¬
tion to be coextensive." Thus is settled a doctrine which did
not originate with either Whig, Tory, or Radical.forflt has
long been common to all tbe political creeds of Englishmen.
It existed before, and it will long survive all party factions.
It has, however, now first received the official sanction in a

British Parliament, by a Waio administration. Hencefor-
ward we truat it will be enacted in spirit as well as in words,
that " our fellow-countryman in the colonies shall not be
' governed by laws which have been made without their
' opinion having been asked, nor shall they pay taxes to
'which they have not given their assent." But timid
old-fashioned politicians may say: "If you give the
'colonies their own government, what is the difference

I . between that and declaring them independent >" The dif-
ference is great. The colonies do not ask the right to med¬
dle with matters which concern the whole empire. They
want to manage the matters which relate to themselves.
There is no difficulty in determining what matters belong to
the empire, and what to the colony. The federative system,
under which tbe United Slates have so pre-eminently flour¬
ished, is only now beginning to be understood by English
legislators; and its adoption, to a certain extent, will workout,
in a great measure, the puzzling problem of Britiih. Colonial
Government.
The question is simply this : Is nat municipal independ¬

ence compatible with imperial allegiance } A municipal char¬
ter is granted to an Englishtown, certain limits are laid down
within which the municipality is quite free to act. It electa
its officers, taxes itself, and is responsible to itself. It is quite
free within its limits. If it steps beyond these limits it ren¬

ders itself amenable, not to the Crown, but to the law. So
.let it be with a colony. The colony wants to do certain acts
which affect itself alone, and nobody else ; and we trust that
the measurei now before Parliament will grant it that power.
To suppose that colonies possessed of this power will always
rernain'tco\onie», would be closing our minds to all the teach
ings of experience. The day will most assuredly arrive when
all the British dependencies now in process of being legislated
for will feel themselves capable of self and independent gov
eminent; they will be wise not to claim this, position before
they can maintain it; and ihe mother country will be worae

than foolish to attempt to deny it to them as soon as and
whenever they shall be judged capable of so maintaining it
The contemplated measures are excellent preliminary steps ;

they will form a good training for, and an expediting of,
the final measure ; and, valuable as the colonies are at present
to the mother country, in a commercial point of view, as we

have shown them to be by the table which we have prepared
and stated, they will be much more so when they have as¬

sumed the position of independent nations. Would the
United States have furnished such an array of the commodi¬
ties which they took from the British looms during 1840, if
they had not declared their independence in 1776, and achieved
and maintained it > Most assuredly not. As an independent
nation and a friendly Power, the United States is of a hun¬
dred-fold importance to Great Britain to what they ever could
have been as colonial dependencies. So will it be said here¬
after of Canada, Australia, and the Cape ; and it is a prouJ
feature in British legislation that its present course is to hasten
that happy consummation.
We shall not at this, time go into the details of Lord Johs

Russell's plan, becaus j, however much the principles which
he has stated may be approved of, the details will moat pro¬
bably be very much modified during the progress of the mea¬

sure through Parliament. The Times says " that short of
« saying 4 go>d-by' to the colonies altogether, the proposal is
. as liberal as can well be imagined and again, the Times
says Lord Johh Russell "does not shrink from contemplating
1 the eventual independence of our colonies, and proposes to

.prepare them for it by free institutions. When a colony
«feels itself really independent.that is, able to protect its soil,
.its citizens, its property, and its institutions against all assail-
«ants, and to keep onlnr within its own borders.it will un-

«doubtedly aspire to the dignity as well as convenience ot
'absolute self-government." "It is the order of nature, and
«we cannot fight against it except to our disappointment, los3,
« and disgrace." The Times closes iU articles upon the sub¬
ject of the colonies with the following striking passage :

"On the subject of Canada, the Premier spoke with the
loyalty of an Englishman, and the reserve'of a minister. VVe
ag'ee with every word that he 6aid. Unless it should become
a matter of necessity to each individual Canadian, it certainly
is a supeifluous and a perilous piece of disloyalty to consent
to annexation. No man can tell what he will have to suffer
if he takes that fearful leap, and how much the reproaches of
conscience may be aggravated by disaster. But from Loid
Johs Rissel, and from every other statesman who may hold
office in this country, we ask for something more than a mere

sentiment on the disloyalty and danger of annexation. We
ask for a pledge. Should the day arnve-should an over¬

whelming majority in Canada declare either for annexation,
or for that independence which w ill inlallibly lead to it, we
have a rieht to ask beforehand that our own loyalty may be
spared a painful appeal. England has spent 100,000,000/.
in the vain attempt to subjugate the United States, and she
will not do the like again. If Canada chooses to run the
fearful risk of causeless separation, let her'do so, if not with
our consent, at least without our opposition."
One more observation respecting the colonies and we have

done, for the present, with the subject.
There are great hopes entertained that the scheme of trans¬

mitting the mails between England and Australia by the Isth¬
mus of Panama, will bo adopted by the Government. The
route will be from Panama to Tahiti, and by Cook's straits,
(New Zealand) to Sydney. The length of passage will be
reduced by this line just one half. No small consideration
this, whether in a commercial, a moral, or a political point of
view. With a quick method of getting to the mother coun¬

try and at a reasonable price, our brethren from the antipodes
would more frequently visit Great Britain ; emigration of the
better classes would be promoted ; and greater intercommuni¬
cation of feelings and interests would be established. V% e know
of nothing, next to a liberal form of colonial government,
which would more rapidly piomote the progress of Australia,
than a facilitated intercourse with the mother country and the
old world ; and a short cut from the Atlantic to the Pacific
would bring with it advantages to the Australian portion of the
world which we cannot at present even anticipate. But,
from some cause or other, we move very slowly in all matters of
this kind. A striking proof thit we do so is before us.

About eighteen months ago we were first startled with the
gold discoveries in California. Since then, you have estab¬
lished (we believe) two lines of steamers between New York
and Chagres; one between New Orleans and the latter point;
and recently we hear of a third line of steamers, of 2,600
tons burden, being started between New t'ork, Kavannab.New
Orleans, and Chagres. You have besides these, a monthly
line of- mail stcsmers between San Francisco and Panama
The whole of these vessels had to be built for the service, and
those for the Pacific coast sent round Cape Horn. Now what
has Great Britain done in the eighteen months The Lords
of the Admirality and the Royal Steam-packet Company have

npriyrcted" the opening of a difect steam communication
with Chagres, touching at St. Thomas. This communica¬
tion is "proposed " to be kept up by new steamships of be¬
tween 2,000 and 3,000 tons burden which are " intended "

to obtain a icgular average speed of at least 12 knots. These
ships, it is "stipulated," are to be of superior quali-ies to
those crack ones of the Cunar.l line, the Niagara and the
Europa, which have achieved such winders in Atlantic steam¬

ing But, alas for all this "projecting," "prising," " in¬
tending, and "stipulating," nothing has yet been done.' The
Niagara ar.d Eur pa are in successful operation ; the Panama
and the Chagres, although equally old upon " mens' tongues,''
have yet to be constructed. But the former vessels have been
built by a private commercial houae, the latter are to be built
by the Government ! Does the difference between our pro-
cerdings and yours arise from the same cause, or how elae
arc we to account for it * Need we wonder at your success

as a people, and ycur prosperity as a nation, when we see

how mueh you have done, whilst we have been talking about
it > When the necessity for new enterprise is apparent to

you, you inatantly aet about ita accomplishment, with energy
and determination; whilst we.but it would be painful artd
ungracious to pursue the parallel.

We venture Laftre U* following ccmp-irative statements of,
our revenue end expenditure for 1848 and 1849 .

Ordinary revenue. 1M8.1849.
Customs £80,027,833 £40,636,922Ex«» 14,448,*68 13,986,363»«*mp« 6,6*4,527 6,867,848Texee, lend and assessed 4,339,499 4,303,860PropertyUx 5,362,083 5,408,159Poetoffice 665,000 832,000Crownland* 130,000 160,000Sundries 70,338 116,925

_ £51,667,548 £62,310,768Other receipts.
dales of old store* 486,181 421,036China money 84,284
Imprest and other moneys 63,315 82,350Received trom the East India
Company 60,000 60,000Unclaimed dividend* 54,918 77,594

£52,416,296 £52,951,748
Thus showing an increase during the year 1849, in ordi¬

nary and extraordinary revenue, of £535,602. The improve¬
ment, however, has principally arisen from the diminution of
expenditure, ae is shown by the following statement:

EXPENDITURE.
Expenses of funded and uufund 1848. 1849.

ed debt £28,353,471 £28,3*3,961
Civillist 395,945 396,600
Annuities and pensions ... 497,618 464,688
Salaries and allowances 268,308 268,629
Diplomatic 165,074 160,834
Courta of justice 1,130,282 1,105,282
Miscellaneous 404,255 398,860

Army 6,498,634 6,549,109
Navy .... 7,762,397 6,942,397

Ordnance 2,669,745 2,332,031
Miscellaneous 4,229,219 3,911,231

£52,374,848 £40,853,622
Showing a diminished expenditure of no lees than £1,521,226,
and a surplus upon the year of £2,098,126. The Chancellor
of the Exchequer appears to have no doubt that the revenue
of 1830 will at l«Mt equal that of 1849 ; and, as there will be
further reductions of expenditures, there is reason to hope for
a reduction of taxation. The window tax and the excise on

paper, and the duties on advertisements and on foreign books,
are named among those which are likely to be abolished.
These taxes altogether amount to not more than £1,700,000.
The removal of the tax upon windows appears to be necessa¬

ry, and will be very warmly advocated as a salutary measure.
Mr. Charles Kxiuht, the spirited and enlightened pub¬
lisher of the Penny Magazine, the Penny Cyclopaedia, <Scc.,
has issued a very powerfully-written pamplet, under the title
of " The Struggles of a Book against excessive Taxation
the book to which he alludes being the " Penny Cyelo-
pxdia." The total cost of this work to the publisher,
for " Literature and Engravings," was £42,000. The
payment for the duty upon piper was £16,500 ; and
the total burden of taxation borne by this publicaUon
Mr. Knight estimates at £32,000. This spirited pub¬
lisher has, during the last twenty years, expended £80,000
upon copyright and editorial labor, anj within the same pe¬
riod paid fifty thousand pounds through the op ration of the
paper duty. " If the Government," says Mr. Knight, " would
' devote the duty upon printing paper (about half a million
* sterling) to any large purpose of education, I would breathe
. no word of complaint. A< it is, I put thia solitary case be-
' fore the public, in the perfect confidence that all thinking
' men will see that this tax upon paper is a grievous burden
' upon all endeavors to diffuse information at that cheap ratr
' which is produced, honestly and usefully, by the co-oper®
. tion of large numbers in the purchase of a valuable book
' and with the conviction, to which I have reluctantly arrived
. that no large work, auch as the Penny Cyclopaedia, to «
* sold at a low price, can ever again be undertaken in thL
1 country whilst such a tax exists." " A revolution has been
' effected, in which sound literature might have higher en-
* coursgement in the many than in the few, if the Govem-
' ment did not stand in the- way. England, the civilizer.
4 England, whose prerogative it is * to teach the nations how
' to live,' is the only country in the world that puts a tax upon
? those productions of the mind, which are the pi<m««rs of all
' national greatness/' Mr. Knight has certainly made a pow-

erful plea in favor of the abolition of the tax on paper. A de-N
putation of paper-makers and publishers has waited upon
Lord Johk Rcshell, and made such representations respect¬
ing the mischievous operations of this tax that we think Um
Premier must be convinced of the impolicy ofpersisting to levy it.
The subject of emigration engrosses much of the attention

of our legislators and philanthropists. The expense under
the Poor Laws in England and Wales, fur the year which
ended Lady day, 1849, was £5,792,963. The number of
pauper* receiving relief, in and out of the work-house last
1st of July, was 997,796. The expense of each was there¬
fore about £5 16s a head. This is a strange anomaly in this
wealthy, enterprising, and well-governed empire. But the fact
afford* no nutter of exultation to the protectionists; for the
last year, bad as it was, was a great improvement upor. the
preceding one. The appalling calculation is, that every six¬
teenth perron, or one person in every three households, is a

dead weight on the industry of the other fifteen. "From
this prospect," says a leading journal of the day, ** look across
* the Atlantic. Sail round the Cape of Good Hope to the
.antipodes. Every where we possess lands flowing with
'milk and honey, and either with no Canaanites at alt, or

'very harmless ones. We possess land enough, not only for
'one million, but for a hundred millions; and the inhabi¬
tants of those regions are clamoring for our laborers. And
'we have the readiest means of communication possible open
' to these lands of promise.the ocean. As to the expense.
' One year's maintenance of one million paupers would place
' them, with a sovereign each in their pocket*, in Upper Canada.
' Two years' maintenance would land them at Cape Town or
' Port Natal. Three years' maintenance would distribute
' them over Australia, Van Dieman's Land, and New Zea-
' land. Such is the extent of our pauperism, such the broad
' features of the emigration question, as applied to the re-
' moval ot our paupers." Practicable and easy as this solu¬
tion of our difficulty seems to be, it is a striking fact that our
rate payers are either ignorant of it, or careless of ailing in
it* accomplishment; for they have never spent in any on

year, in promoting emigration, mora than a tride above on

five hundredth part of what maintaining the poor at home hi
cost them. In Ireland the case has been very different
The spontaneous emigration from that country to the Unite
States, fot several years past, i* computed to have cost
lers than £1,2110,000 a year ; nearly all contributed from
private resources.those of the emigrants themselves, of their
friends across the Atlantic, and of their landlords. Thus the
rate-payers of England and Wales spent last year, in pro¬
moting emigration, about one-hundredth part of what the
Irish are spending annually. Vet England is the riohest
and Ireland the poorest country in the world ?
We observe, by the final correspondence between Mr. C.

Grktille and the Stewards of the Jocky Club, rotative to
the match proposed by the Pacha of Egypt between the Eng¬
lish and Arab horses, that, so far as the Jockey Ciub is concern¬
ed, the race is declined. It is, however, thought f&obable
that the challenge may be accep'ed by private individuals in
this country. .

COUNTRY SKAT FOR »AEE.The subscriber of¬
fers tor sale his dwelling house, unit eighty sires of land

attached thereto, situated in Fairfax county, Virginia, half a
mile from the turnpike leadiug from Washington to Lees-
burg, eight miles from the city ot Washington, and adjoiningthe plantation of Com. Thomas Ap Catesby Tones, of which it
formerly formed a part. The house is new,.two stories in height,
with frar convenient rooms on each floor, and in all respect*
welt adapted to the convenience of a family. It is situated in
a very pleasant grove of native forest tree's, aud commands a
fine prospect of the surrounding country. The land is well
adapted to the cultivation of all the ordinary products of agri¬
culture ; is well fenced and watered, and has on it some three
or four acres of wood and timber. There is a good barn untf
two good wells of water on the premises, in thfe vicinity of the
bouse ; some fifty bearing peach trees, of every variety of fruit,
and about the same number of apple trees, of five ycara*
growth frosn the seed ; and several quinee, and other fruit trees.
The land is well fenced, and is in good condition for farming
purposes generally. The society in the neighborhood is ex¬

cellent ; and th-re is a churoh and suhool house withia a mile
of the premises.
The premises will be sold for $3,000 in cash, or $5,900 on

a credit of not more than five years, for two-thirds or leas o!

the purchase money. Any (wrson desiring a pleasant aw#
commodious country residence, within an hours' ride of Wash¬
ington, will find it for his interest to examine this place.
For furth«r particulars, inquire of N. LOOMIj, Jr. Bsq.

on the premises, MARK AP CATESBY JONES, lis..,
Sharon, or ©I" the subscriber, Secretary's office, Albany, N. Y.
mar II.-dmcp S. S. RANDALL*.

SCMUOL HOORJS of every description tor sale by &,
FARNHAM. eornerof Penn. avenue tad Eleventh St.


